
 
 

 

 
 
Montessori Learning Center of Fort Walton Beach is proud to announce our first annual “Building the 
Future Together” Fundraising Event. This event will serve to not only kickstart our campaign for building 
funds for our forever home, but also to bring together the alumni of MLC. There are countless leaders in 
our community who had beginnings at our school and we want to bring the community together to 
present our goals of growth in the coming years.  
 
For over 40 years, Montessori Learning Center has been a thread in the history of Fort Walton Beach. It 
was founded by local families who were passionate about the Montessori philosophy and saw a need in 
our community. Founded in 1978 by Martha Burkland, Andrew Corbin, John Nelson, Shirley Grace, and 
Virginia Dennis, the school became an incorporated non-profit and moved to the First Presbyterian 
Church on Beal Parkway in June 1982.  
 
In 1984, the Board hired Ms. Fran Alvarez as the school’s director.  Montessori flourished for the 
following years and eventually found a new home on Hospital Drive in 1992. In 2002, Ms. Fran retired 
and Ms. Stacey Izer became director. In 2012, the school moved to our current location at St. Simon’s 
Episcopal Church, and 5 years later, the Board voted to add Lower Elementary. Stacey was instrumental 
in facilitating the expansion into elementary school, and our program has thrived under her over 20-year 
leadership, but she will be retiring at the end of this school year. The board voted in the spring of 2023 
to hire Ann Helton as Stacey’s replacement to begin Fall 2024. 
 
Our Elementary program began in 2017 with the addition of First Grade, and the following years with 
the addition of Second and Third Grades. We now have over 25 students enrolled in our lower 
elementary school program, and over 60 in PreK and Kindergarten; but our goal has always been to be 
able to serve more families with the unique educational experience only the Montessori Learning Center 
can provide. In order to do that, we need our own building. With the lease and eventual purchase of 
property on Memorial Parkway, this dream is closer than ever to becoming reality.  
 
We have worked hard over the last few years to fundraise and in March 2024, we will purchase the land 
from the City of Fort Walton Beach for $525,000. Plans for our new building are attached and will 
include: 8 classrooms holding 25 students each, a library and technology room, a multi-use room for art 
and music, an indoor play space, a large outdoor play space with picnic tables, and top-notch security. 
The building will be around 14,000 sq ft and will cost an estimated $2.8m.  
 
The purpose of this event is to raise money to make these dreams a reality. We hope that we can count 
on you for your support in educating our future leaders.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Montessori Learning Center 



 
 

 

  

Please note that the first 2 sponsors in each category are guaranteed the following benefits. 
 

 
The Montessori Learning Center would not prosper without the continued support of our 
community. Please join us in our mission to make the world a better place by empowering our 
youth through education. The Montessori Learning Center is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization. 
All proceeds from this event will go towards our building fund. 
*Please submit your company logo (.jpeg or .csv) to Morgan Smith shelleysms@gmail.com no 
later than September 22, 2023. 
  

Event Sponsorship Opportunity Cost 

Luminary Event Sponsor  
o Building the Future Together Presented By [Sponsor Name] 
o Business Logo on display at event 
o Business Name and Logo on all ads 
o 6 event tickets 

$2,000 

Platinum Event Sponsor  
o Business Logo on display at event 
o Business Logo on each cocktail cup used during event 
o Business Name and Logo on all ads 
o 6 event tickets 

$1,500 

Diamond Event Sponsor  
o Business Logo on centerpieces displayed during event 
o Business name and Logo on all ads 
o 4 event tickets 

$1,000 

Gold Event Sponsor  
o Business Name and Logo on all ads 
o Business Logo on cocktail napkins at event 
o 2 event tickets 

$500 

Silver Event Sponsor  
o Business Name and Logo on all ads 
o 1 event ticket 

$350 

Bronze Event Sponsor  
o Business Name and Logo on all ads 

$200 
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Sponsorship Level: Please Check One: 

Luminary Event Sponsor- $2,000  

Platinum Event Sponsor- $1,500  

Diamond Event Sponsor- $1,000  

Gold Event Sponsor- $500  

Silver Event Sponsor- $350  

Bronze Event Sponsor -$200  

Friend & Family Donation- Your Discretion  

*In-kind Donations are extremely appreciated and the Committee will determine the level of 
Sponsorship deemed appropriate. 
*Please submit this form no later than September 15, 2023. 
*Please submit the names for your tickets no later than October 3, 2023 to Morgan Smith at 
shelleysms@gmail.com. 

Please make checks payable to: 
Montessori Learning Center 
28 Miracle Strip Pkwy Ste 2 
Ft Walton Beach, FL 32548 

Montessori Learning Center is a 501(C)(3) 
Tax Payer ID 59-2210929 

Questions: 
Alex Cagle at (850) 797-5537 
Alexandria.cagle@pfgc.com 

Morgan Smith at (850) 865-5442 or 
shelleysms@gmail.com 

 

Contact Name:  

Company Name:  

Address:  

City, State, Zip:  

Telephone:  

Email:  


